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ALGERIA 

Y17  5 Dinars  1974,  Nickel  (31mm) 

20th  Anniv.  of  1954  Revolution 

AUSTRIA 

Y139  100  Schilling  1975.  -640  Silver 

(36mm)  --  150th  Anniv.  Birth  of 
Johann  Strauss 

BANGLADESH 

Y4  50  Poisha  1973.  Cupro-Nickel  (22mm) 
BARBADOS 

Y9  100  Dollars  1975,  -500  Gold  (26.l4mm) 
350th  Anniv.  Founding  of  Colony 

GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC 


Y51 

20  Mark  1975.  Silver  (33mm) 
225th  Anniv.  Death  of  Johann 
Sebastian  Bach 

ISRAEL 

Y77 

Y78 

Y79 

y8o 

y8i 

Y82 

1 Agora  1975.  Aluminum 
5 Agorot  1975.  Aluminum -Bronze 
10  Agorot  1975.  Aluminum-Bronze 
25  Agorot  1975.  Aluminum -Bronze 
l/2  Pound  1975.  Cupro-Nickel 
1 Pound  1975.  Cupro-Nickel 

JAMAICA 

Y36a 

1 Cent  1975.  Aluminum  ( 12-sided) 
F.A-0.  Coinage 

MONGOLIAN  PEOPLE'S  REPUBLIC 

Y36  10  Tukhrik  1974,  Cupro-Nickel  (36: 

50th  Anniv.  Mongolian  State  Bank 

NEPAL 

Y109 

1 Paisa  S.2031  (1974),  Aluminum 

( l6. 4mm) 

Y110  5 Paisa  2031. Aluminum  (20.7mm) 

Ylll  10  Paisa  2031.  Aluminum  (22.1mm) 

Y112  25  Paisa  2031,  Cupro-Nickel  (l8.8mn) 

Y113  50  Paisa  2031,  Cupro-Nickel  (23.6mm) 

Yll4  1 Rupee  2031,  Cupro-Nickel  (27.6mm) 
Y115  5 Rupees  2031,  .600  Silver  (36.2mm) 

(All  above:  Coronation  of  King  Birendra) 

(Continued  on  page  203) 
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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


July  1973  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by 
August  1,  1975;  their  membership  will  become  effective  that  date. 
(MT  = Will  Trade  by  Mail) 


1150 - MT  M.  L.  Santamas,  27A  Makar ios  Ave.,  Lamaca;  Cyprus 

(Cyprus  Coins  Since  1878) 

1151- MT  Gerald  N.  Kleeb,  9619  Havenhurst,  Sepulveda,  Calif.  913*0 

(Roman,  Near  East,  India) 

1152- MT  Gabriel  A.  Grams,  P.  0.  Box  4l51>  Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada 

T6E  4T2  --  (Austria,  Singapore,  Canada) 


1153  Arden  L.  Norris 

1154-MT  Phipip  Athanassoulas,  11  Koritsas  Street,  Kifissia,  Athens, 
Greece  --  (Tokens  and  Coins  of  Greece) 


REINSTATEMENTS : The  following  members  have  complied  with  the  By-Laws 

and  are  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership: 

O893-MT  George  B.  Baker,  P.  0.  Box  1361,  Long  Island  City,  N.  Y.  11101 
(Brazil,  Palestine) 

0417  John  H.  Ballard,  P.  0.  Box  1122,  Perry  Annex,  Whittier,  Calif. 

90603  --  (Britain,  Germany,  Islamic) 

0775  B.  F.  Brekke,  5642  Millinge,  Denmark 
(Norway,  Russia,  Baltic) 

0504  William  D.  Craig,  GPO  Box  1248  M,  Hobart,  Tasmania,  Australia 
(German  States) 

0208-MT  Darwin  E.  Gregory,  P.  0.  Box  8l42,  Long  Beach,  Calif.  90808 
(US  Struck  Foreign  Coins) 

0974  Dr.  Michael  Kupa,  Budapest  XII,  Maros  U44B,  Hungary 
(Emergency  Money) 

O98O  Phillip  Memick,  34  Campbell  Road,  London  E3>  England 
(Jetons  and  French) 

0179  Doris  Robinson,  2712  Klondike,  Dallas,  Texas  75228 
(Ancients) 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  following  donations  since  the 
last  report: 
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Name 


Donation  and 

Stated  Value  Preference  of  Use 


Anonymous 
Kary  T.  Edwards 
Steve  Stelli 
G.  D.  Thannisch 
Igor  V.  Victorov 


133  coins  ($23T*85) 
9 coins  (NVS) 

2 coins  (NVS) 

47  coins  ($189.75) 

1 coin  (NVS) 


(NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  donor) 


NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 


CONTENTS  OF  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION  (CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  MONTH): 


Only  coins  grading  Fine  or  better  are  being  listed  in  this  continuing 
inventory  of  the  NI  Reference  Collection.  Members  are  invited  to 
donate  any  items  not  listed. 

HUNGARY:  C66  - 1849;  Y24  - 1895;  Y32a  - 1915;  Y70  - 1961,  1963; 

Y72a  - 1970. 

ICELAND:  Y3  - 19*+2;  Y4  - 1940;  Yll  - 1953;  Y12  - 19*+6;  i960,  I96I; 

Y13  - 1953;  Yl3a  - 1971;  Y14  - 195*6  1958* 

INDIA:  Y35  - 1918;  Y45  - 1918c;  y49  - 1939® ; Y50a  - 1940B;  Y51a  - 

1943(7);  Y52  - 1943B;  Y53a  - 19*00,  19^*+0,  19*+5C;  Y54a  - 1942B, 
19*0®;  Y55  - 1939C;  Y55b  - 1944b ; Y56  - 1939C;  Y59  - 19*+6®; 
Y6la  - 1951B,  1952,  1953,  1954;  Y63  - 1950;  Y64  - 1954;  Y66- 
1950 ; y68  - 1959;  Y68a  - 1963;  Y69  - 1957,  1963;  Y70  - 1959, 
1962;  Y7l  - 1958;  Y73  - 196 l;  Y75  - 1964;  Y76  - 1964;  Y77  - 

1967;  Y78a  - 1968;  Y82  - 1964;  Y82a  - 1964;  Y83  - 1964;  YS4  - 

19 66,  1968;  Y85  - 1966,  1968,  Y87  - (N.D. );  Y88  - 1969;  Y89  - 

1969 

INDIAN  NATIVE  STATES: 

British  East  India  Co:  C3OO.3  - 1835 

Gwalior:  Y10  - (1986)  1929;  Yll  - (1999)  19*+2;  Y12  - (1999)  19^2* 

Jaipur:  Y7  - 19*+*^- 

Kutch:  Y22  - 1944;  Y23  - 19*0;  Y24  - 1943- 

Mewar  Udaipur:  Y1  - SE  1999;  Y2  - SE  2000. 

Travancore:  Yll  (ND). 

INDONESIA:  Y2  - 1951;  Y3  - 195*0  Y3a  - 195Y;  Y4  - 1952;  Y5  - 1952; 

Y5a  - 1955;  Y6  - 1957* 

IRAN:  YAl40a  - 1340,  1351. 

IRAQ:  Y3  - 1933;  Y12  - 19381 

IRELAND:  Y3  - 1935;  Y9  - 1959;  1966;  Y10  - 1955;  Yll  - 1942,  1952, 

1967,  1968;  Y12a  - 1961;  Y13a  - 1961,  1963,  1964;  Yl4a  - 
1959;  Y15a  - 1962;  Yl6a  - 1962;  Yl8  - 1971;  Y19  - 1971- 
ISLE  of  man:  Y2  - 1971;  Y3  - 1971;  Y4  - 1971* 

ISRAEL:  Y12  - 1949;  Y22  - 5720,  5724,  5728;  Y24  - 5721;  Y25  - 5720, 
5731;  Y36  - 5723;  Y46  - 5727,  5730. 

ITALIAN  STATES: 

Parma:  C26  - 1815 

ITALY:  Y8  - 186IM;  y47  - 1911,  191*+,  1921;  Y6l  - 19 19#  1922;  Y62  - 

1920,  1923,  1929;  Y64  - 1925;  Y65  - 1922,  1924;  Y79a  - 19^0 

Mag.,  1940  Non-Mag.,  1941  Mag.,  1942  Mag.,  19*0  Mag.;  Y80a  - 
1940  Non-Mag.,  1940  Mag.,  1941  Mag.;  Y82a  - 19*+0  Non-Mag.; 

Y97  - 1949,  1950;  Y99  - 1954;  Yioo  - 195*+;  Yioi  - 1951,  1952, 

1953#  195*6  1955,  1969;  Y102  - 1951,  1952,  1955,  195*+,  1955; 

1956,  1969;  YA102  - 1957,  1958;  Y103  - 195*1#  1955;  1956,  1959; 
1961,  1962,  1963,  1967;  1968;  Y104  - 1956,  1957;  1958,  1959; 

i960,  1963;  1964;  Y109  - I97*i 
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FRONTIERS  OF 
NUMISMATICS 

No.  1:  Islamic  Coinage 

by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Curator  of  Numismatics, 

University  of  Nebraska  State  Museum 


Like  Caesar's  Gaul,  Islamic  coinage  may  be  divided  into  three  parts. 
There  are  modern  Islamic  issues,  the  issues  of  the  Osmanli  Empire 
(remembering  the  vast  area  once  covered  by  that  empire)  and  all  remain- 
ing issues. 

I mention  this  because,  in  general,  the  Islamic  coinages  remain  the 
last  frontier  of  coin  collecting.  Classical  coins,  whether  Greek  or 
Roman,  have  become  prohibitive.  This  is  due  to  the  number  of  collect- 
ors, speculators,  buyers,  and  the  fact  that  the  number  of  coins  avail- 
able is  limited,  in  spite  of  new  roads  and  metal  detectors.  Medieval 
coins  are  mostly  as  bad.  While  many  coin  dealers  are  dropping  the 
real  coins,  as  minors,  to  go  to  the  higher  priced  speculative  issues, 
which  are  turned  out  for  two  purposes  --  gullible  collectors  and  the 
financial  profit  (seignorage,  since  they  are  always  called  "legal 
tender")  of  the  issuing  governments. 

Several  fields  remain  where  it  is  still  reasonably  possible  to  build 
up  an  interesting  collection  at  a rational  cost.  One  of  these  fields 
is  that  of  the  Ottoman  Empire.  In  fact,  until  three  years  ago,  I was 
still  able  to  buy  for  our  museum  Osmanli  gold  at  an  average  of  5 $ 
above  the  gold  value.  Nevertheless,  an  increasing  number  of  articles 
in  various  publications  has  shown  the  growing  interest  in  this  field. 

A complication,  however,  has  appeared  with  the  Turkish  Law  of  May  1, 
1973  by  which  all  private  collections  were  nationalized  and  collect- 
ing or  dealing  forbidden.  In  fact,  dealers  and  collectors  were  cate- 
gorized with  murderers  and  drug  peddlers.  In  the  past  it  had  always 
been  forbidden  to  take  gold  or  silver  out  of  the  country,  or  antiques. 
On  a large  scale  the  customs  officials  seldom  bothered  anyone. 

If  one  remembers,  however,  the  huge  extent  of  the  Osmanli  Empire,  and 
the  vast  number  of  mints  (Jem  Sultan  lists  50  common  ones),  one  re- 
alizes that  there  is  still  much  material  outside  of  the  present 
Republic  of  Turkey.  When  I lived  there  ( 1935-^7;  195*0;  one  seldom 
saw,  or  was  offered,  Osmanli  coins.  It  is  true  one  could,  and  did, 
buy  Resadiyes  - Turkish  sovereigns  - but  this  was  solely  for  the 
gold  content:  Turkey  and  Europe's  oldest  form  of  savings  banks. 

Many  collectors,  particularly  westerners,  have  shied  away  from  Islamic 
material,  mainly  because  of  the  difficulty  of  the  script.  But,  un- 
like the  wording,  the  numerals  read  from  left  to  right,  as  with 
western  numerals  and  for  a reason  too  long  to  explain  here,  and  are 
easy  to  master.  After  the  very  early  years  there  is  always  the  date 
of  accession,  so  it  is  easy  to  know  with  which  ruler  one  is  dealing. 
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Abdul  Hamid  II 

Mecidiye,  1293>  Year  2,  N.P.  980 


Abdul  Hamid  II 
Ceyrek  Mecidiye,  1293 
Year  22,  N.P.  985 


Mehmet  V 

Liralik  (Gold),  1327 
Year  3,  N.P.  1023 


Mehmet  V 

5 Kurus  (Edirne),  1327,  Year  2,  N.P.  1035 


Mehmet  V 

Mecidiye  (20  Kurus),  1327,  Year  9,  Constantinople,  N.P.  10U6 
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The  regnal  year  is  given  elsewhere  on  the  coin.  It  is  well  to  remem- 
ber that  the  Islamic  and  western  years  do  not  exactly  correspond. 

The  mint  symbols,  at  least  the  common  ones,  like  Konstantinye,  i.e. 
Constantinople,  are  fairly  easy  to  recognize.  Certainly  it  is  on 
later  issues  where  the  striking  is  clear.  Thus,  it  is  possible  to 
build  an  interesting  collection  by  type  or  series;  and  as  there  are 
variations  and  uncatalogued  species,  there  are  plenty  of  interesting 
discoveries  to  be  made.  Actually,  I consider  thdt  the  Osmanli  coin- 
age is  the  last  really  beautiful  and  artistic  coinage  to  have  been 
minted.  The  possible  exception  is  some  of  the  19th  century  Persian 
gold  pieces.  I was  looking  at  some  one  toman  pieces  of  1817  of  the 
latter  recently,  and  I have  seen  few  more  beautiful  coins.  The 
problem  is  that  westerners  are  not  used  to  caligraphy  as  a form  of 
art  in  the  way  that  Muslims  are.  The  Koran  forbids  the  portrayal 
of  living  beings  or  animals.  Thus  every  form  of  caligraphy  became 
highly  developed. 

For  this  reason,  one  point  to  be  noted  with  Islamic  script,  Turkish 
or  Arabic  or  Persian,  the  formation  of  the  same  symbol  can  vary  great- 
ly from  one  coin  to  another.  This  is  particularly  true  if  a highly 
stylized  form  of  writing  is  used.  Caligraphy  lends  itself  to  styliz- 
ing. I remember  looking  at  a framed  inscription  in  the  Ulu  Cami  in 
Bursa  (Brusa).  The  same  writing  gave  three  different  readings,  ac- 
cording to  whether  one  faced  it,  or  looked  at  it  from  the  left,  or 
from  the  right ! 

The  Turks,  being  of  the  Sunni  sect  of  Islam,  have  always  adhered 
strictly  to  this  ruling  of  the  Koran.  The  Persians,  who  are  Shias, 
have  been  more  liberal  and  even  portrayed  their  Shahs  in  the  19th 
century. 

Actually  the  biggest  problem  collectors  faced  was  the  matter  of 
catalogues  that  the  ordinary  individual  could  use  with  reasonable 
ease.  Neither  the  B.M.C.  series  (10  volumes),  nor  Valentine  (who 
was  an  amateur  and  illustrated  by  hand,  but  covered  too  wide  a 
period  with  too  few  illustrations),  were  easy  going.  One  of  the 
first  straightforward  catalgues,  with  an  excellent  arrangement,  was 
written  and  published  by  my  old  friend,  Bay  Butak,  in  Istanbul  some 
25  years  ago.  It  is  now  out  of  print  and  very  rare  in  this  country. 

Currently  there  are  two  excellent  catalogues.  The  first,  in  English, 
is  a beginner's  guide,  namely  The  Ever  Victorious  by  Jem  Sultan  who 
has  the  finest  private  collection  in  existence.  Beside  explanations 
and  some  illustrations,  there  are  excellent  drawings,  with  explanations 
and  translations  of  the  script.  Also,  there  are  lists  of  the  sul- 
tans, numerals,  names  (in  Osmanli  and  European  scripts)  and  some  50 
mint  names  in  old  Turkish. 

For  the  advanced  collector  there  is  a first  class  Turkish  catalogue 
in  Latin  (modem  Turkish)  script.  This  is  Nure  Pere's  Osmanlidar 
Madeni  Paralar.  Actually,  it  is  a catalogue  of  the  collection  of 
the  Yapi  ve  Kredi  Bankasi  in  Istanbul.  Every  coin  is  illustrated  by 
a good  photograph.  Although  the  book  is  in  Turkish  (merely  a brief 
English  summary),  anyone  can  use  it.  There  are  some  errors,  e.g. 
the  Osman  coin  shown  is  really  a Beylik  piece.  There  are  also  some 
modem  counterfeits  and  one  or  two  misattributions.  These  need  con- 
cern none,  save  the  specialist.  Both  Craig  and  Krause/Mishler  list 
the  recent  Osmanli  coins,  and  dealers  tend  to  use  the  former.  They 
are  useful  in  that  they  do  give  the  regnal  years  where  there  were 
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coins  minted.  I have,  however,  found  these  volumes  inconvenient  as 
they  are  not  easy  to  identify  with  Nuri  Pere.  Nor  is  everyone  agreed 
on  some  of  the  names  of  the  Osmanli  denominations.  The  two  catalogues 
do  not  always  use  the  same  names  which  makes  for  confusion.  It  is 
wiser,  in  my  estimation,  to  adhere  to  Turkish  (and  to  modem  Turkish 
spellings,  since  the  latter  are  strictly  phonetic). 

If  one  is  interested,  there  is  a further  book  on  the  coins  of  the 
Republic,  M.  B.  Qoskun's  Cumhuriyet  Donemir  Madeni  Paralar  Katalogii 
1923/71*  The  illustrations  are  very  bad,  but  the  catalogue  is  very 
usable,  the  more  so  in  that  all,  except  the  very  first  coins,  are  in 
European  script.  The  coins  are  uninteresting,  totally  European,  and 
bear  no  resemblance  to  their  lovely  forerunners. 

For  the  paper  enthusiast,  there  is  a further  book  on  the  coins  of 
the  Republic,  30  Yilin  Turk  Kagit  Paralan,  by  Quneyet  Olcer.  Olcer 
is  the  great  authority  on  the  coinage  of  his  country,  ancient  and 
modem.  The  illustrations  of  his  book,  all  in  color,  are  superb.  It 
is  easy  to  use,  but  it  deals  only  with  the  issues  of  the  Republic. 

It  was  printed  in  1973. 

There  are  some  complications  in  the  Osmanli  coinage.  Gold  issues, 
particularly  with  the  more  recent  sultans,  are  infinitely  more  numer- 
ous than  silver  ones.  However,  many  of  them  are  of  very  light  weight. 
Both  they  and  the  silver  are  rather  hard  to  find  unpierced,  as  Nuri 
Pere's  book  shows  all  too  clearly.  It  was  the  Turkish  custom  to  hole 
them,  because  a woman's  dowry  hung  round  here  neck,  or  rested  on  her 
head.  At  one  time  I bought  a head  scarf  with  about  200  small  ackces 
of  Mahmut  II  on  it.  Copper  coins  tend  to  be  few  and  in  very  bad 
condition.  These  seem  to  have  quite  often  been  counterfeited  by 
being  cast  in  sand.  This  was  not  because  of  their  value,  but  because 
of  the  shortage  of  change.  However,  they,  too,  provide  quite  an  int- 
eresting variety,  yet  to  be  researched.  Thus,  for  instance,  there 
was  a great  shortage  of  change  in  the  Agean  Islands  (Turkish  until 
1918)  and  when  the  bronze  had  been  demonitized,  many  of  them  were 
countermarked  by  the  local  churches  with  Greek  letters  (and  rarely 
Armenian).  Mr.  Hadziotis  of  Athens  seems  to  be  the  chief  authority 
on  these. 

The  remaining  complication,  which  may  provide  a trap  for  the  unwary 
beginner,  and  dealers  not  familiar  with  Osmanli  coins,  is  the  many 
"fantasy"  pieces,  or  bangles.  Jem  Sultan  calls  them  "tea  tray  ban- 
gles 1"  Actually,  they  were  struck  for  a variety  of  purposes.  Some 
are  merely  gilded  pieces  for  ornaments.  Others  were  fancy  pieces  to 
be  given  away  at  weddings  or  parties.  I once  received  one  such  from 
a wedding.  At  one  big  dinner  party  I attended,  instead  of  a fantasy 
piece,  our  host  presented  each  lady  present  with  a tremissis  of 
Justinian  I.  Still  other  pieces,  not  necessarily  gilt,  were  struck 
as  souvenirs,  presumably  for  tourists.  I have  a nice  group  of  pieces 
of  this  nature  struck  in  Algiers  in  the  19th  century.  These  are  of 
really  fine  quality  and  do  look  like  coins,  except  there  is  no  value 
or  date.  While  the  old  types  were  still  made  and  used  when  I lived 
in  Turkey,  I wonder  whether  they  are  not  also  reflected  by  the  Re- 
publican "Monnaies  de  luxe"?  These  are  very  handsome  gold  pieces, 
in  the  Osmanli  tradition  and  with  values.  They  never  circulated, 
but  were  distributed  from  time  to  time  to  distinguished  visitors, 
friends  of  the  president,  and  so  on.  My  father  received  such  a set 
from  the  Shah  Ahmed  in  World  War  I. 

Some  years  ago,  two  enterprising  Frenchmen  bought  up  much  of  the 
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Mehmet  V 

2 Kurus,  1327>  Year  8 
N.P.  1050 


Mehmet  V 

10  Para,  (Nickel),  1327 
N.P.  1062 


Egypt  Y31  - Abdul  Hamid  II 
5 Guerche  (Kurus),  1293>  Year  5 


I 


Basliks  - "Imitation"  Coins 

(The  are  more  for  use  by  women,  usually  villagers,  as  head  or  neck 
ornaments. ) 
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Osmanli  silver  of  the  19th  century,  which  was  of  high  purity,  and 
melted  it  down  for  bullion.  This  ran  into  many  millions  of  dollars 
worth.  With  the  current  Turkish  laws  about  private  collections,  there 
is  always  the  danger  that  owners  of  sizable  collections,  or  dealers, 
may  do  just  that  rather  than  let  the  government  take  it  from  them. 

The  archaeological  Museum  in  Istanbul  has  a huge  collection,  and  has 
produced  its  own  catalogues.  (At  the  same  time  I have  been  given 
to  understand  there  are  many  pieces  it  has  not  published. ) Of  what 
use  all  the  duplicates  will  be,  apart  from  varieties  that  may  turn 
up,  and  die  comparisons,  under  the  new  law,  is  a moot  question. 

My  wife  and  I built  up  a large  collection  of  denarii  and  Byzantine 
bronze,  now  in  the  University  of  Nebraska  State  Museum,  during  World 
War  II  and  just  afterwards.  I am  still  kicking  myself  that  I did  not 
do  the  same  with  the  Osmanli  coinage  at  the  same  time,  as  it  would 
have  been  the  least  expensive  of  all.  I did  build  up  several  col- 
lections for  other  persons,  sight  unseen.  But  there  was  no  easy  cata- 
logue for  me  to  use  for  myself,  and  they  merely  took  what  I bought. 

As  it  was,  I merely  kept  the  many  pieces  I was  given.  However,  their 
increasing  popularity  is  shown,  most  of  all  by  the  fact  that  Osmanli 
pieces  figure  infinitely  more  often  in  sales  catalgues  than  they  did, 
say  ten  years  ago,  when  their  appearance  was  rare,  other  than  the 
gold.  Also  the  prices  are  already  increasing  quite  a lot. 

In  conclusion  I should  perhaps  mention  Richard  Plant's  Arabic  Coins 
and  How  to  Read  Them,  1973;  by  B.  A.  Seaby's  of  London.  For  anyone 
who  wants  to  go  beyond  the  dates  of  accession,  regnal  years,  this 
book  is  very  helpful.  The  Ever  Victorious  covers  all  the  common 
mints,  but  there  is  always  the  chance  of  coming  across  the  uncommon, 
or  even  the  unknown  mint.  Plant's  book  is  rather  detailed,  and  I 
have  been  told  there  are  a number  of  errors.  But  it  is  a must  for 
the  Islamic  library  and  should  be  bought  while  it  is  still  available. 
It  will  be  particularly  helpful  for  the  fields  I shall  discuss  in  the 
third  of  these  articles. 

In  one  of  these  I shall  hope  to  deal  with  the  other  fields  of  Islamic 
collecting  contemporary  with  the  early  Osmanli  and  before.  I just 
hope  that  what  I have  written  here  may  be  of  interest  for  the  non- 
specialist, for  whom  it  is  intended.  Article  2 will  deal  with  the 
Modern  Islamic  Coinages. 


Special  Letters  or  Pronunciations  in  Modem  Turkish 

In  the  Turkish  alphabet  the  letters  are  strictly  phonetic  and  always 
are  pronounced  exactly  the  same,  unlike  in  English.  It  is  the  same 
as  ours  except  there  is  no  "w"  and  there  are  certain  extra  letters. 
Thus 


c 

9 

i 

1 

u 

u 

d 


pronounced  "j"  as  in  "jam" 
pronounced  "ch" 
pronounced  "e"  as  in  "he" 
pronounced  "00"  as  in  "look" 
a normal  "u" 

a combination  of  "u"  and  "e" 
pronounced  as  "zu"  in  "azure 


s - as  in  English 
5 - pronounced  "sh" 
o - a short  "o" 

o - as  the  "u"  in  Eupen-Malmedy 

g - barely  pronounced,  like 
"gh"  in  "thorough" 

y - as  "y"  in  "yes" 
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The  Beautiful  and  Magnificent  Mud  Puddle 

RUHLA-The  Divided  City 

Submitted  by  Dwight  Musser 
Translated  by  Marianne  Heinemann 


Figure  1 


From  the  small  printed  book- 
let issued  (cover  to  left  as 
Figure  l)  with  the  set  of  6 
notgeld  notes  of  the  city  of 
Ruhla  1 April  1921,  comes 
the  following  translation: 

"The  Original  Artistically 
Executed  Notgeld  Series  of 
the  Mountain  and  Industrial 
City  of  Ruhla  in  Thuringia, 
Issued  at  the  Time  of  the 
Union  of  the  Original  Two 
Communities  into  One  City. " 

"Written  by:  Amo  Schlothauer, 

Ruhla 

Drawings  and  cliches  by: 

Paul  Beyer,  Erfurt 
Printed  by:  0 Schwinger, 

Ruhla" 

Pictured  below  are  the  ob- 
verse of  all  6 notes  in  the 
Ruhla  notgeld  set  (Figure  2). 

Without  a doubt  since  long 
ago,  in  regards  to  its  scen- 
ery, our  little  mountain  town 
deserves  the  term  "beautiful 


Figure  2 
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and  magnificent".  Therefore  it  may  seem  peculiar  that  Ludwig  Storch, 
the  poet  of  the  Ruhl,  in  the  preceding  century,  calls  Ruhl,  in  one 
of  his  dialectic  poems,  in  the  same  breath  beautiful  and  magnificent, 
but  at  the  same  time  a muddy  German  puddle. 

"And  if  the  cow  drops  something 
It  used  to  fall  into  two  states  I 
Oh  Ruhla,  you  beautiful,  magnificent  Ruhl, 

You  are  a real  German  mud  puddle  I" 

Yet  he  did  not  want  to  say  anything  different  for  our  hometown. 

Within  its  narrow  boundaries  it  was  just  as  tom  as  the  German  home- 
land itself,  since  Ruhla,  with  hardly  3000  inhabitants,  consisted, 
until  1833,  of  three  communities.  One  on  Weimar  ground,  belonging 
directly  to  the  princely  house  (of  Weimar)  and  therefore  called  the 
"Gentlemen's  Place".  Of  the  two  communities  in  Gotha  land,  one 
belonged  to  the  Council  of  Tennenberg.  Locally,  that  part  of  Ruhla 
was  called  the  "Tennenberg  ground".  The  other  community  was  ruled 
by  the  Council  of  Thai  as  a one  time  loan  of  the  family  of  Utteradt. 
It  was  called  the  "Uttero". 

Because  of  the  division,  Ludwig  Storch  called  the  Ruhl  a German 
puddle.  All  told,  our  revered  forefathers  did  not  seem  to  worry 
much  about  this  tri-,  and  later,  two-part  division.  On  the  contrary, 
when  in  the  years  1832-1833  Duke  Ernst  I of  Gotha  suggested  and  suc- 
ceeded in  uniting  the  two  Gotha  communities,  the  two  neighbors  were 
not  at  all  enthusiastic  and  in  the  end  fought  about  debts  of  which 
one  community  had  659  Thaler  less  than  the  other,  and  when  six  years 
later  that  same  Prince  took  steps  aimed  at  bringing  Gotha  and  Weimar 
Ruhla  under  one  head,  certain  natives  objected  with  hand  and  foot  so 
that  the  well  meant intentions  of  the  enlightened  Prince  came  to 
nothing. 

Authenticated  by  documents  is  a combined  meeting  of  the  two  communi- 
ties representatives  in  1891,  at  which  the  idea  was  expressed  how 
much  the  division  of  our  dear  Ruhla  hindered  the  progressive  develop- 
ment of  the  area  and  that  the  union  of  the  Ruhlas  as  a single  politi- 
cal community  should  be  considered  as  a desired  goal. 

But  not  until  1913  was  the  general  public  made  conscious  of  the 
question  of  union  by  newspaper  propaganda,  in  public  meetings,  etc. 
The  war  (World  War  i)  again  delayed  the  negotiations  which  had 
started  at  that  time.  It  is  doubtful  whether  they  would  have  suc- 
ceeded faster  than  the  new  and  forcefully  conducted  efforts  of  the 
revolution. 

But,  be  that  as  it  may.  The  Ruhl,  which  two  princes  divided  because 
of  an  inheritance  struggle,  was  united  on  1 April  1921,  as  one  city. 

Because  of  that  and  in  remembrance  of  the  union,  the  united  Ruhl 
issued  a new  emergency  money  (notgeld)  series  which  shows  the  humor 
on  the  picture  (reverse)  side  of  the  six  notes,  conditions  and 
events  during  the  time  of  the  dual  rule  and  of  the  union.  In  the 
following,  the  series  is  explained  in  word  and  picture  with  the 
little  dialectic  verses. 

It  may  be  observed  that  all  notes  bear  on  the  front  (obverse)  side 
the  following  inscription  in  Ruhla  dialect  as  the  obligation  for 
redemption  (obverse  pictured  on  previous  page): 
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"I  am  worth  in  the  Ruhl  until  New  Year  1922 

50  Pfennig" 

and  the  signature  of  the  Chief  of  the  City  Council.  In  the  center 
of  the  obverse  is  a copy  of  the  has  relief  of  the  count's  Smithy: 
The  Smith  of  Ruhla.  It  is  surrounded  by  a frame  which  is  formed  of 
the  trademark  of  the  former  knife  industry  - the  double  "R"  which 
stood  for  the  divided  Ruhl. 

And  now  on  the  reverse  of  the  individual  notes : 


Or«/fhonn«rf  Jot  hr  — <Jo<u  floffrrtxrrm  I 
0*  fdrsditen  Molt  ShrffH  morn.  — 
30  Nnn  fantaoM  d«  tong  Rutil 
Unn  moolcMrn  »0  zvm  .dutictirn  Pfuhl' 
„Unn  loot  neodi  to  Kuh  ran  flaodrn, 
Oao  fWI  mrrtil  hca  Is  zs4  Stoa^rn*.  j j 


Note  1 

Note  1:  300  Years  - for  God's  sake 

The  princes  were  really  short-sighted 
They  tore,  for  a long  time  beautiful, 

Ruhl  into  pieces 

And  made  it  into  the  German  puddle. 

And  if  a cow  left  a dropping 
It  usually  fell  into  two  states. 

(Verses  and  picture  refer  to  the  poem:  The  Ruhl,  a German  Puddle, 

by  Storch. ) 

The  border  of  the  city  was  formed  by  the  "original  stream"  as  the 
people  boastfully  called  our  little  Ruhla,  which,  at  some  places, 
crossed  the  street  in  such  a way  that  it  was  not  unusual  that  when 
nature  called  to  a cow,  two  towns  were  dirtied  at  the  same  time. 


Note  2:  Much  misfortune  came  with  the  division. 

That  you  can  see  already  at  the  church  fight. 
The  Ruhler  at  the  time  were 
Much  holier  than  nowadays. 

But  it  does  not  fit  with  the  commandments 

of  the  Lord 

That  they  loved  to  beat  each  other  up.' 


193 


Vm  UnglSdk  brooicfct  4*  Tiilung  mid, 
«^0oa*  *trhf  mro  idionn  un  Klrdtcmfrld 
D«  RGhlcr  aim  |u  daozumaa 
. — - VU3  htlllgir  aU  hGttzutaa, 

Oodi  pafjfs  nrrt  rum  Ocbot  d««  Hcrm 
p,  t$i  *chmf««n  *i<h  f4r*ch  Cabin  gnu  l‘ 


Ffri  pn 


If  UlMiff 


Lk 


- 


THP'U\Md 


Note  2 


At  the  time  of  the  division  there  was  only  one  small  church  which 
stood  on  Gotha  land,  hut  was  supposed  to  be  used  also  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  "Gentlemen's  Place".  Legend  says  that  because  of  this 
agreement  there  arose  arguments  which  degenerated  into  battles  inside 
and  outside  the  church. 


* 


J. 


w 


«:<»:«  MOTGEID  DER  STflDT  RUM  LA 


Note  3 

Note  3:  Often  there  was  a great  grief 

When  the  bedroom  was  in  two  lands. 

He  had  to  cross  the  border 

When  he  wanted  to  say  something  in 

her  ear. 

But  sometimes  it  was  also  the  opposite 
When  she  was  longing  for  him I 
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Some  houses  stood  directly  on  the  border,  so  apartments  were  divided 
into  two  parts.  The  originator  of  the  notgeld  series  lived  for 
several  years  on  one  of  these  apartments,  so  he  should  know. 


Off  Hfamnlrt  vohnt  <S»  it#dootUt  Jf  ' 
Daa  •divamm  In  0<aB  dt  Has*,  laOTfcil 
Off  Otfro  mm  mflhn  power  Cflt, 
nut  dan  8hrn  Stflrcn  rrflchts  wtt  wi*t 
Oaoj  wait  au  to  ta  flwunrl  Sadi, 

Dlt  Unfrlcd  *dntf  turn  aft  an  XcadL  F 


NOTGELD  DER  STADT  RUHLH  * 


Note  4 

Note  4:  Not  far  from  the  "Gentlemen's  Place" 

lived  the  rich i 
There  the  bank  swam  in  money. 

Not  far  from  Uttero  were  poorer  people. 

With  their  taxes  money  did  not  go  far. 

That  was  also  an  evil  thing 

Which  created  friction  and  often  strife. 

Financially,  the  two-part  division  had  some  drastic  results.  For 
example,  the  Gotha  part  had  to  take  care  of  four  times  the  number 
of  streets  and  pay  twice  as  many  teachers  as  the  Weimar  sister  com- 
munity which  was  justly  called  the  millionaire's  quarter.  Just  be- 
fore the  War  the  conditions  between  the  two  communities  were  quite 
noticeable.  The  Weimar  bank  owned  a larger,  well  filled  city 
treasury,  so  the  treasurer  could  therefore  wear  a smile  all  over 
his  face.  His  Gotha  counterpart  could  not  dig  quite  so  deep  into 
the  money  and  that  is  why  he  laughed  with  only  one  eye  while  he  shed 
bitter  tears  with  the  other  because  of  the  unjust  division  of  the 
earthly  wealth.  The  money  bag  in  the  middle  is  supposed  to  represent 
how  the  finances  look  here  today.  Incidentally,  there  are  not  many 
places  whose  treasury  impresses  one  less. 

iJote  5 : It  is  not  so  very  long  ago 

That  each  part  had  its  own  fire  brigade. 

And  if  there  was  a fire,  there  surely 

was  a fight. 

For  when  anyone  from  the  other  side 

wanted  to  spray 

The  other  would  say,  you  will  loose 

your  shoe 

If  you  want  to  spray  our  fire. 
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Note  5 

Jealousy,  arrogance  and  envy  often  hindered  a desirable  working 
together  of  the  communities,  even  in  the  case  of  the  jealous  fire 
brigades  should  it  not  be  true,  if  cannot  be  denied  that  it  happens 
like  this  in  other  phases  of  public  life. 


nan  Its  d«  Itahl  off'*  n*u  d Stftck, 

Unn,  moiM  tornnsdi,  aa  zu  Shrn  OitdL; 

0«  Orlnzpf«ah)  min  gdalUn  Ju*.  j 
OdM  hoffmd  drStnm  dcr  Zukunft  za, 
lYrg^aast  dl«  b3«m  0«na«r 
Unn  taanxt  can  .Rflhlcr  Sprcengzr"  I 


1*  -*>  * i,'  * r.s#  4t *1 


* -Viv"  NOTGELO  DER  5TA0T  RUHLR^i 


Note  6 

Note  6 : Now  is  the  Ruhl  again  one  piece 

And,  let’s  wish  for  them  good  luck. 

The  border  barriers  have  fallen. 

Go  hopeful,  therefore,  towards  the  future, 

Forget  the  evil  things, 

And  dance  the  "Ruhler  Springer". 

Our  note  6 is  the  moment  when  the  two  mayors  as  chiefs  of  the 
heretofore  enemy  communities  saw  down  the  border  barrier  while  the 
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Ruhler  inhabitants  prepare  to  celebrate  the  joyful  event  by  dancing 
the  old  folkdance. 

Not  all  difficulties,  not  all  unfriendly  conditions,  are  abolished 
for  us  by  this  union;  but  we  are  confident  and  hope  that  in  the  not 
too  distant  future  a final  complete  union  of  Thuringia  will  do  the 
resto  Any  may  the  time  come  right  soon  when  all,  really  all,  in- 
habitants feel  in  every  way  happy  again  in  our  beautiful  Ruhla. 

Note:  The  Ruhla  notgeld  described  above  comes  with  two  signature 

variations:  Th.  Hoppert  or  Theob.  Hoppert. 


INDIAN  NOTE 


by  Gerald  Easton 

Recently  I purchased  an  item  for  a 1971  date  set  which  I am  working 
at  completing.  This  is  a report  on  the  item  as  the  information  does 
not  seem  in  line  with  the  current  catalog  information. 

As  Krause-Mishler  list  an  Indian  10  rupee  for  1971>  I recently  bought 
a specimen.  I was  surprised  to  receive  a 2-coin  set  in  a plastic 
holder.  The  plastic  holder  is  3-l/8"  x 2-5/8"  in  size,  and  holds  a 
10  Rupee  1971  (Y92)  and  20  Paise  1971  (Y9l)«  They  are  called  proofs, 
and  both  have  the  Bombay  mintmark  below  the  date.  The  holder  came  in 
a cardboard  holder  of  a yellow  color,  and  has  the  following  printed 
on  it: 

"Republic  of  India  ...»  F.A.O.  Coins  Set  ....  I.G.  Mint,  Bombay" 
On  a card  inside  the  cardboard  holder  the  following  is  shown: 

"F.A.O.  Coins  Set  1971 

The  set  comprises  two  coins  which  were  released  on  16-10-70 
to  commemorate  the  25th  Anniversary  of  the  Food  and  Agri- 
cultural Organisation.  These  were  re-issued  in  1971* 


Details  of 

the  coins  are  as 

under : - 

Ten  Rupees 

34mm  circular 

weight 

80$ 

Silver 

155  serations 
on  the  rim 

15  g 

20  $ 

Copper 

20  Paise 

22mm  circular 

weight 

92  io 

Copper 

112  serations 
on  the  rim 

On  the  plastic  holder: 

4.5  g 

Gjo 

Zjo 

Aluminum 

Nickel" 

"F.A.O.  Coins 

Set. ...RE-ISSUED 
I.G.  MINT, 

IN  1971.o 
BOMBAY" 

0 0 • 

All  the  printing  is  in  English,  which  would  not  be  surprising  as  all 
F.A.O.  is  aimed  at  the  U.S»  market.  Presumably  all  the  information 
is  from  the  Indian  Government. 

Krause  shows  a mintage  of  20, 000  for  the  10  rupee,  and  60, 000  for 
the  20  paise.  They  list  no  proof  for  the  1971  date  in  their  regular 
list.  Also  there  is  no  list  for  a 2-coin  proof  set  in  the  NCLT 
section.  It  would  appear  that  this  could  be  a scarce  item,  and  Indian 
Republic  collectors  may  want  to  obtain  a set  early. 
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SOME  NEWS  IN  THE  ANCIENT 

NUMISMATICS  OF 
PONTUS  EUXINUS 


by  Bucur  Mitrea 

(Bucharest  Institute  of  Archaeology  of  the  Academy  of 
Socialist  Republic  of  Romania) 

For  a long  time,  they  believed  that  the  Greek  colony  of  Callatis, 
situated  on  the  west  coast  of  Pontus  Euxinus  (today  Mangalia,  in 
Romania),  began  to  coin  its  own  bronze  coins  in  the  Roman  Imperial 
period  only  during  the  reign  of  M.  Aurelius. 

It  is  the  merit  of  D.E.  Tacchella  to  show  in  1903,  the  presence  of 
a bronze  coin  issued  by  the  same  town,  during  the  reign  of  Nero.^ 

The  above  numismatist  asked  himself,  with  a terrible  anxiety,  in  the 
note  in  which  he  informed  the  world  about  his  new  discovery:  "Shall 

we  have  the  good  luck,  as  a consequence  of  the  subsequent  discoveries 
to  give  some  connecting  pieces  on  the  long  way,  which  ties  these  two 
so  distant  points,  way  which  is  waste  up  to  now?". 

2 

Ten  years  later  Leon  Ruzicka  published  a similar  coin.  He  is  the 
first  researcher  which  correctly  read  the  legend  on  the  obverse. 

Both  of  these  researchers  presented  their  new  acquisitions  without 
trying  to  show  the  problems  the  discoveries  raised.  We  don't  know 
other  researchers  to  study  these  issues. 

Today  we  ask  the  questions:  what  problems  do  these  issues  raise, 

how  can  they  be  expressed  and  what  explanations  must  we  give  them? 

One  of  the  first  problems  is  to  know  if  there  is  one  or  more  issues 
of  the  same  type.  The  final  interpretation  of  the  issues  we  deal 
with  depends  on  this  answer. 

The  conclusion  we  reach  after  examining  12  original  coins,  casts  and 
photos,  is  that  there  is  only  one  issue,  coined  with  a pair  of  mone- 
tary dies,  which  were  slightly  corrected  during  their  issuing.  This 
conviction  is  confirmed  by  the  microstylistical  analysis  of  the  em- 
peror's effigy  on  the  obverse,  by  the  imperial  titles  as  well  as  by 
the  effigy  and  the  legend  on  the  reverse.  Some  technical  data,  as 
the  diameter  of  the  monetary  pattern  (when  it  could  be  measured), 
strengthen  our  conviction  that  it  was  only  a single  monetary  pattern 
and  a single  emission. 

Another  problem  connected  with  the  monetary  emission  of  Callatis, 
which  we  are  studying  now,  is  that  of  its  dating.  For  that,  it  is 
necessary  to  give  a detailed  description  of  a well-preserved  coin. 

We  begin  with  the  legend  on  the  obverse  which  is  written  in  Latin. 

It  begins  on  the  down  right  side,  then  rises  and  ends  on  the  left 
side  of  mould  of  the  coin.  It  can  be  easily  read  NERO  CAESAR  AVGIMP. 
In  the  middle  of  the  coin  there  is  the  emperor  Nero's  bare  head  to 
right,  beardless,  with  a rich,  waved  hair.  Around  it  there  is  a 
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pearled  circle,  partly  visible  and  sometimes  slightly  stamped. 

On  the  reverse,  in  Greek,  KAA/AATIA/NIjZN,  in  three  rows  on  a wreath 
of  ears  (Fig-  l). 


Figo  1 

For  the  dating  of  the  emission  we  have  two  elements  we  can  lean 
upon:  on  the  one  hand  the  emperor's  effigy  and  on  the  other  hand 

the  titles  which  the  sovereign  emperor  bears  on  the  coin. 

Regarding  the  first  element,  Nero ' s iconographical  type,  is  that  of 
a young  man,  well-grown  from  a physical  point  of  view,  but  who  is  ' 
far  from  the  dimensions  and  the  strength  in  which  he  appears  on  most 
of  his  coins.  The  comparative  analysis  with  the  effigies  of  the  same 
emperor  on  the  Roman  coins  issued  by  the  official,  imperial  or  sena- 
torial mints  make  us  think  to  the  Emperor's  first  years  of  reign. 
Chronological  precisions  regarding  this  problem  will  be  given  by 
the  analysis  of  the  emperor's  titles  on  the  coin  from  CallatiSo 

The  succession  of  Nero's  different  titles  on  the  coins  contituted 
the  object  of  some  special  research  and  some  precise  conclusions  have 
been  obtained.  The  legend  NERO  CAESAR  AVGIMP  appears  on  the  denarii 
and  aurei  dated  between  55  and  63-^  For  the  following  chronological 
period  63-68,  other  forms  of  legend  appear. 

Therefore,  we  have  for  the  coin  of  Callatis  a term  of  dating  ante  63 
and,  of  course,  post  5 ^ > the  year  when  Nero  became  emperor. 

A further  step  in  the  precise  dating  of  the  coin  is  offered  by  the 
comparison  of  Nero's  effigy  from  the  coins  of  Callatis  with  the 
effigies  of  the  same  emperor  on  the  imperial  coins,  especially  the 
gold  issues,  coined  in  the  offical  well-dated  mints. 

From  this  point  of  view  a similitude  almost  an  identity  is  offered 
by  the  effigy  of  the  same  emperor  on  an  aureus,  illustrated  in  RIC, 
vol.  I,  pi.  9, 143.  The  same  head,  feature  and  hair.  This  type  of 
aureus  is  dated  in  55-56.  On  its  basis  we  date  the  coin  of  Callatis 
in  55-560 

By  that  time  Nero  was  about  19  years  old  (he  was  bom  on  the  15th  of 
December,  37)*  In  this  way  we  can  explain  his  effigy  of  a young 
man  on  these  emissions. 

As  regarding  the  weight,  the  weight  of  our  coins  varies  between  7»72 
gm.  and  5 *87  gm.  On  the  basis  of  the  weight  of  ten  coins  the  average 
weight  is  6.80  gm.  It  shows  us,  at  the  same  time,  approximately,  the 
average  weight  of  the  nominal  of  Callatis.  Through  its  weight,  our 
coin  belongs  to  the  categories  of  the  nominals  of  two  asses. 
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As  we  know,  from  all  the  Greek  colonies  situtated  on  the  western 
coast  of  Pontus  Euxinus,  it  is  only  Tomi  which  emitted  bronze  coins 
with  the  name  of  Nero's  emperor.  This  time  it  is  also  the  emperor's 
young  head,  but  it  has  the  legend  in  Greek  NEP ID(...)  (K/\)  AS  Ail  OC  » 
On  the  reverse  it  is  the  front  side  of  a tetrastylic  temple  and  the 
legend  TOMITilN.5  We  mention  the  fact  that  the  type  of  the  legend 
on  the  obverse  is  precisely  dated  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign, 
namely  in  54  A. Do 

The  conclusion  we  reached  is  that  the  town  of  Callatis  coined  a 
single  monetary  emission  at  the  beginning  of  Nero's  reign.  Thus  is 
explained  the  reduced  number  of  the  coins  which  were  discovered  and 
known. 

All  these  findings,  as  a result  of  examining  the  above  facts,  make 
us  think  to  an  incidental  emission.  In  this  situation  two  possibili- 
ties can  be  taken  into  consideration:  one  in  the  history  of  the  town 

and  of  course  closely  connected  with  the  emperor,  and  the  second 
connected  with  the  situation  from  the  Empire  at  a certain  moment  which 
is  going  to  be  established.  The  first  possibility  seems  to  be  less 
probable,  at  least  at  the  present  stage  of  our  research. 

In  order  to  find  a reasonable  explanation  of  this  issue  we  must  see 
the  events  from  Nero's  first  years  of  the  reign.  The  contemporary 
sources,  preserved,  carved  in  stone,  the  event  we  look  for.  We  take 
into  consideration  an  inscription  from  Tralles,  a town  from  Asia 
Minor,  published  by  Le  Bas  and  Waddington,  Inscriptions  . . . Ill,  600  a 
= CIG,  2, 942  d),  which  informs  us  the  setting  up  of  a municipal  cult 
in  Nero's  honour.  The  commentator  of  this  document  Ph.  Halkin,  in 
Antiquity  classique,  III,  1934,  p.l21-l6l,  believes  that  at  the  basis 
could  be  a decision  of  the  Roman  senate  in  54,  taken  as  a consequence 
of  "the  favorable  development  of  the  military  operations  at  the  bor- 
ders of  Euphratus". 

Connected  with  these  events  it  is  probable  that  the  two  monetary 
emissions,  both  that  of  Callatis  and  of  Tomis,  could  be  explained. 

The  issuing  of  Tomis  is  dated  by  the  titles  of  the  emperor  in  54 
(NERO  CLAVDIVS)  and  the  presence  of  the  tetrastylic  temple  confirms 
the  purpose  and  the  sense  of  the  emission.  We  dated  the  emission  of 
Callatis  between  55-56  A.D.  It  is  possible  that  the  daughter  of 
Heracleea  Pontica  may  pay  homage  in  her  own  way,  and  especially  ac- 
cording to  her  economic  possibilities,  to  the  strong  and  ambitious 
emperor  of  Rome  and  of  the  world. 

Notes : 

1 - Revue  Numismatique,  1903;  p*206. 

2 - Zeitschrift  fur  Numismatik,  30,  1913;  P°302. 

3 - H.  Mattingly  and  E.  A.  Sydenham,  The  Roman  Imperial  Coinage,  I, 

140. 

4 - Ibidem,  pp.l4l-l42. 

5 - K.  Regling,  Die  antiken  Miinzen  von  Dacien  und  Moesien,  I,  2, 

Berlin,  19 10,  pp.  676 -677;  no^  2, 5^7  - 2, 5^9*  Newly,  Thomas  Drew  - 
Bear,  Representation  of  Temples  on  the  Greek  Imperial  Coinage, 
ANSMN,  vol . 19;  1974,  pp.  27-63. 
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NETHERLANDS  EAST  INDIES  JAPANESE  OCCUPATION  3 CENT  --  DOES  IT  EXIST? 


by  Francis  G.  Sanders,  with  cooperation  from  Hitoshi  Kozono  and  Keiji 
(Keiho)  Tanaka  of  Fukuoka,  Japan 

The  5 Cent  Netherlands  East  Indies  Japanese  Occupation  piece  is  on 
most  all  want  lists  that  I receive  from  collectors. .. and  has  been  for 
several  years.  I have  personally  sought  this  coin  for  over  10  years 
myself  without  success.  Until  the  1970's  I was  beginning  to  be- 
lieve that  it  simply  did  not  exist  by  simple  virtue  that  no  one  could 
produce  a specimen,  or  knew  of  the  existence  of  a specimen,  at  least 
here  in  the  U.S.A. 

In  the  early  1970's  at  a Hans  M.  F.  Schulman  auction  in  New  York  City, 
a silver  pattern  of  the  coin  was  auctioned  off  for  a record  figure 
of  $1800.00.  I consider  it  a record  figure,  especially  for  a coin 
with  such  an  obscure  history  as  this  one.  I tried  in  vain  to  learn 
the  name  of  the  winning  bidder,  without  success.  Thus,  other  infor- 
mation on  this  piece  is  unknown,  other  than  that  it  was  a pattern 
and  that  it  did  sell.  This  silver  pattern  is  unknown  in  Japan,  al- 
though that  does  not  mean  that  as  such  it  does  not  exist. 

Over  the  years  I have  corresponded  with  several  collectors,  as  well 
as  dealers,  about  the  coin  to  no  avail.  Only  recently  have  I learned 
of  the  coin. 

My  thanks  go  out  to  Mr.  Hitoshi  Kozono  for  his  time  and  patience  and 
the  leg  work  in  obtaining  what  is  written  here  about  the  coin.  Also, 
my  thanks  go  out  to  Mr.  Keiji  (Keiho)  Tanaka  for  the  photographs 
below  of  his  5 Cent  coin. 


(Actual  Size  and  Enlarged  Obverse) 
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(Actual  Size  and  Enlarged  Reverse) 


Possibly  there  are  other  specimens  of  this  coin,  but  to  my  knowledge 
this  is  the  only  specimen  known. 

Mr.  Tanaka's  5 Cent  (not  Sen  as  some  books  state)  is  19mm  in  diameter 
and  weighs  . 085  G.  and  is  struck  in  aluminum.  The  number  originally 
struck  is  unknown,  but  as  with  the  other  coins  in  the  series,  one  would 
think  that  an  ample  number  were  struck. 


All  of  the  Netherlands  East  Indies  coins  of  the  Japanese  Occupation 
were  struck  in  Japan  from  August  1943  to  March  1944.  The  1 Cent  and 
10  Cents  (Y22  and  Y24)  of  the  series  are  both  known  in  two  dates  -- 
2603  and  2604  (1943  and  1944  A.D. ).  The  information  I have  received 
from  Japan,  however,  states  that  most  of  the  coins  were  never  deliver- 
er to  the  East  Indies  as  transportation  by  sea  was  very  dangerous  and 
unsure  at  the  time.  The  allied  powers  at  the  time  had  no  doubt  gained 
seniority  of  the  sea  over  this  particular  route.  Knowledge  of  the 
coins  actually  arriving  in  the  Netherlands  East  Indies  is  not  known 
at  this  time.  As  well,  the  actual  release  of  any  of  the  coins  into 
circulation  is  not  known. 


Japanese  sources  state  that  after  the  war  all  remaining  coins  of  the 
Netherlands  East  Indies  Japanese  Occupation  which  were  still  in  Japan 
were  melted  down  for  scrap.  This  may  well  account  for  the  scarcity 
of  all  denominations  in  the  series. 

The  1 Cent  (Y22)  is  known  in  both  dates,  struck  in  aluminum.  Grades 
known  are  from  Very  Fine  (VF)  to  Uncirculated  (UNC)  and  it  is  con- 
sidered a scarce  coin. 


The  5 Cents  (Y23)  is  known  only  in  the  one  date  - 260J  (1943).  So 
far  only  this  one  is  known,  so  it  is  quite  possibly  a unique  coin. 


202 


The  10  Cents  (Y24)  is  known  in  both  dates  and  is  struck  in  Tin.  It 
is  known  in  grades  from  Fine  (F)  to  Uncirculated  (UNC),  also  being 
scarce. 

A rarity  scale  for  the  three  issues  would  be  like  this : 

1 Cent : Very  Scarce  - When  offered  commands,  a high  premium. 

5 Cents:  One  Known  - Possibly  unique. 

10  Cents:  Scarce  - When  offered  commands  a good  price. 

As  a dealer  in  Japanese  coins,  I have  personally  handled  no  less  than 
15  pieces  of  the  10  Cents  coin  and  only  3 pieces  of  the  1 Cent  coin. 
Until  the  above  information  became  available,  I had  thought  that  the 
5 Cents  coin  possibly  did  not  exist. 

If  any  reader  has  further  information  on  these  coins,  I would 
appreciate  hearing  from  them.  (P.  0.  Box  625,  Browns  Mills,  N.  J. 
08015). 

One  final  bit  of  information  --  the  1 Cent  (Y22)  is  also  known  with 
Mihoh  (specimen)  characters  counterstamped  in  the  field  of  the  coin. 
Quite  possibly,  others  of  this  type  exist. 


NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS  (Continued  from  page  182) : 
NICARAGUA 

Y26  5 Centavos  1974,  Aluminum  (21mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

Y27  10  Centavos  1974,  Aluminum,  F.A.O.  Coinage 

PANAMA 

Y33  1 Centesimo  1975;  Bronze  ( 19mm) 

Y34  2-l/2  Centesimos  1975;  Cupro-Nickel  (10mm) 

Y35  5 Centesimos  1975;  Cupro-Nickel  (21.2mm) 

Y36  10  Centesimos  1975;  Cupro-Nickel  ( 17* 9mm) 

Y37  25  Centesimos  1975;  Cupro-Nickel  (24.26mm) 

Y38  50  Centesimos  1975*  Cupro-Nickel  (30.6mm) 

Y39  1 Balboa  1975;  Cupro-Nickel  (38.1mm) 

Y39a  1 Balboa  1975,  .925  Silver  (38.1mm) 

Y40  5 Balboas  1975;  Cupro-Nickel  ( 39mm) 

Y40a  5 Balboas  1975,  *925  Silver  (39mm) 

Y4l  100  Balboas  1975;  *900  Gold  (26mm),  500th  Anniv.  Birth  of  Balboa 
(Note:  Y4l  was  originally  numbered  as  Y33  in  the  March  1975 

NI  Bulletin,  but  has  been  renumbered  to  allow  for  the 
recent  new  issue  coinage. ) 

POLAND 

Y75  100  Zlotych  1975;  Silver  (32mm),  Royal  Castle  in  Warsaw  Comm. 

RUSSIA 

Yl42  1 Ruble  (1975  date  on  edge),  Copper-Nickel-Zinc  (31mm) 

30th  Anniversary  Victory  over  Germany 

(Correction:  Originally  reported  as  showing  No  Date) 

SAN  MARINO 

Y40  1 Scudo  197^;  *9167  Gold  (l6mm,) 

Y4l  2 Scudi  1974,  .9167  Gold  (21mm) 
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QUEEN  ANNE’S  FARTHING 

(Reprinted  from  Timbs 1 Things  not  generally  Known,  (1856),  a handy 
book,  calculated  to  be  of  great  use  on  a parlor  table,  as  a means 
of  clearing  up  matters  which  frequently  come  under  notice  in  con- 
versation, but  are  only  known  in  a vague  and  obscure  way.) 

The  popular  notion  that  there  were  only  three  farthings  struck  of 
Queen  Anne,  and  that  consequently  they  are  extremely  rare,  has 
occasioned  more  mischief  and  mortification  to  those  who  have  been 
misled  by  it,  than  any  error  of  its  class.  Only  one  type  of  the 
farthing  was  in  circulation;  but  there  are  several  pattern-pieces, 
executed  by  Croker,  which  are  much  valued  by  collectors,  and  accord- 
ingly bring  high  prices.  Mr.  Till,  the  coin-dealer  assures  us 
that  some  hundreds  of  Anne's  farthings  were  struck  and  circulated. 

It  bears  the  bust  of  the  Queen,  draped,  and  the  head  adorned  with 
a string  of  pearls,  with  the  legend,  "ANNA  DEI  GRATIA";  the  reverse 
has  "BRITANNIA"  around  the  figure  of  Britannia  with  the  spear  and 
olive-branch;  the  date,  1714,  in  the  exergue,  is  stated  by  Mr.  Till 
to  bring  from  7s.  to  12s.,  "and  if  extremely  fine  in  preservation, 
may  be  worth  a guinea. " Some  are  found  with  a broad  rim,  and 
are  considered  scarcer  than  the  others.  I speak  of  these  coins  as 
being  in  copper. 

Dr.  Dibdin  states  the  value  of  this  farthing  to  be  under  5s*  Mr. 
Akerman  recognises  "the  common  current  farthing  of  Anne"  as  scarce, 
but  scarcer  with  the  broad  rim.  Mr.  E.  Hawkins,  of  the  British 
Museum,  has  seen  a hundred  letters  from  different  individuals,  in 
each  of  which  it  is  stated,  that  the  Museum  has  two  of  the  three 
reputed  farthings,  and  the  writer  has  the  third;  and  in  some  in- 
stances ask  if  he  is  entitled  to  a reward  of  1,000  or  2,000  pounds 
sterling.  Every  collector  has  three  or  four  speimens;  the  Museum 
has  four  in  gold,  four  in  silver,  and  eight  copper.  Mr.  Akerman 
thinks  the  high  prices  brought  by  the  patternpieces,  varying  from 
1 to  3 pounds  sterling,  and  the  highest  at  an  auction,  5 pounds, 
may  have  given  rise  to  the  notion  of  the  fabulous  value  of  the 
farthing  itself. 

One  of  the  current  stories  is,  that  a lady  in  the  North  of  England 
having  lost  a farthing  of  Queen  Anne,  which  she  much  prized  as  the 
bequest  of  a deceased  friend,  offered  in  the  newspapers  a large 
reward  for  its  recovery;  and  any  farthing  of  that  monarch  was  ever 
after  supposed  to  be  of  great  value.  Then  it  is  related,  that 
when  only  three  farthings  had  been  struck,  it  was  perceived  that  a 
flaw  existed  in  the  die,  which  was  destroyed,  and  another  made, 
from  which  are  the  farthings  which  have  circulated.  Of  the  three, 
one  is  said  to  have  been  kept  by  Queen  Anne,  and  to  have  descended 
to  George  III,  who  gave  it  to  the  British  Museum.  The  second  was 
long  in  the  possession  of  the  Derby  family,  and  thence  passed  into 
the  Museum;  and  the  third  is  said  to  have  been  given  by  Queen  Anne 
to  one  of  her  maids  of  honor,  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  her 
descendant.  Major  Fotherg.  Each  of  these  three  farthings  has  a 
flaw  in  Anne's  portrait.  (See  Illustrated  London  News,  Oct.  7> 
1854).  The  romantic  disappointments  of  the  possessors  of  Queen 
Anne's  farthings  would  fill  a volume.  In  the  Times,  Sept.  28,  1826, 
a magistrate  related,  that  a poor  man  came  to  London  from  Bedford- 
shire with  a real,  but  common,  farthing  of  Queen  Anne,  hoping  to 
make  his  fortune  by  it.  Mr.  Till  relates,  that  a poor  man  came  from 


204 


York,  and  a man  and  his  wife  from  Ireland,  in  the  same  vain  hope. 
Dr.  Dibdin,  when  on  his  northern  tour,  was  shown  a Queen  Anne's 
farthing  by  a father,  as  a 500  pound  sterling  legacy  for  his  son. 


AETHELRED  "THE  UNREADY" 
by  Peter  J.  Coles 

(Reprinted  from  the  Nashville  Coin  Club  Bulletin,  March,  1975) 

The  attraction  in  finding  older  coins  is  in  researching  the  period 
in  which  they  were  manufactured.  The  coin  comes  to  life,  as  it  were 
when  you  can  visualize  the  times  of  its  creation.  I recently  pur- 
chased a silver  penny  of  King  Aethelred  (or  Ethelred)  of  England  and 
the  following  describes  the  King  and  the  period.  I hope  you  find 
this  as  interesting  as  I did.  The  coin  I purchased  is  in  an  excell- 
ent state  of  preservation. 

Aethelred  was  bom  in  968  or  9^9^  "the  son  of  King  Edgar  and  was  one 
of  the  Kings  of  Wessex  who  later  became  the  Kings  of  all  England. 

His  well  known  nickname  comes  from  the  term  "without  rede  or  counsel" 
or  as  one  source  put  it,  he  lacked  decisiveness.  He  came  to  power 
in  978  at  the  tender  age  of  10  following  the  murder  of  his  half- 
brother  King  Edward  the  Martyr.  Danes  had  been  invading  England  on 
and  off  for  many  years  but  the  invasions  re-commenced  in  his  reign 
solely  plundering  at  first  but  later  as  political  moves.  On  St. 
Brice's  day,  Dec.  2nd  in  1001  many  Danes  in  England  were  massacred 
by  the  King's  order  and  the  following  year  Sweyn  came  for  revenge. 
England  was  tortured  for  the  next  half  dozen  years  by  various  battles 
until  Aethelred  paid  the  Danes  36,000  pounds  of  silver  to  leave.  He 
had  to  repeat  the  performance  in  1010,  this  time  48, 000  pounds  was 
the  sum  and  in  fact  over  the  years  he  paid  out  a total  of  160, 000 
pounds  of  silver. 

From  1013  the  Danes  came  to  conquer  and  Aethelred  fled  to  Normandy 
in  France.  He  returned  when  Sweyn  died  in  1014  and  he  himself  died 
in  1016  on  April  23rd.  His  kingdom  then  went  to  King  Canute  thus 
his  ransom  was  paid  in  vain. 

His  dismal  reign  is  significant  through  his  marriage  to  Emma,  daughter 
of  Richard  of  Normandy.  This  alliance  between  England  and  France 
gave  rise  to  the  Norman  claims  to  the  English  Throne  a few  years 
later  leading  to  the  Norman  invasion  in  1066.  The  French  influence 
of  course  continued  for  centuries  and  continues  today  in  the  language 
of  all  English  speaking  nations  and  it  is  therefore  Aethelred  who 
perhaps  is  responsible  for  the  way  we  talk  in  America  today. 


CANADA'S  1950  COMMEMORATIVE  3 CENT  NICKEL 


In  1751  Swedish  chemist  Baron  Cronstedt  first 
isolated  nickel.  This  Canadian  commemorative 
nickel  marks  the  200th  anniversary  of  this 
event  which  has  had  far  reaching  significance 
to  the  manufacture  of  coins.  This  nickel  is, 
by  the  way,  the  first  of  only  two  commemorative 
Canadiam  5 cent  pieces,  the  other  being  the 
1967  centennial  issue. 


(3/4  actual  size) 
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TURKISH  1 and  2 PIASTRE 
COINAGE  OF  ABDUL  HAMID  II 


by  Richard  L.  Steams 

Everyone  has  their  pet  numismatic  project.  With  me  it  is  the  Turk- 
ish 1 and  2 Piastres  of  Abdul  Hamid  II.  I gradually  acquired  a 
collection  of  about  7 of  these  coins  and  noticed  variations  in  the 
sizes  of  the  stars  between  coins.  I engaged  in  correspondence  with 
Jem  Sultan  (author  of  "Ever  Victorious")  and  obtained  a copy  of  C. 
Olcer's  "Son  Alti  Osmanli  Padisahi  Zamaninda  Instanbulda  Basilan 
Gumus  Paralar".  The  book  has  photographs  of  all  the  silver  coins 
of  the  last  six  Turkish  sultans  by  regnal  year.  With  the  assist- 
ance of  Jem  Sultan  and  C.  Olcer's  book  I have  been  able  to  devise 
a table  listing  the  variations  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  with  re- 
spect to  the  regnal  year  for  the  1 and  2 Piastre  coins. 


TABLE  1 --  1 Piastre  - Date  1293 
Regnal  Obv.  Rev. 

Year  Var.  Var. 


1 

2 

4 

8 

9 

11 

13 

16 

l6 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 
27 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

3k 


1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 
4 
4 
4 


1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 
2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 
4 
4 


Obv.  1 - Flower,  small  stars,  large  tughra  1. 

Obv.  2 - "El  Ghazi",  small  stars,  large 
tughra  1. 


Obv.  3 - "El  Ghazi",  large  stars,  large 
tughra  2. 

Obv.  4 - "El  Ghazi",  smaller  tughra,  of  which 
left  side  of  tughra  almost  touches 
star. 

Note:  Top  of  tughras: 

1 - Right  two  about  even: 

2 - Three  progressively  hi 


Rev.  1 - Small  stars,  "v"  associated  with 
"zarbe"  shaped  like  a checkmark 
( S'  )>  small  "comma"  at  top. 

Rev.  2 - Large  stars,  "v"  associated  with 

"zarbe"  shaped  like  a bird  ( ^ c"*'  . 

small  "comma"  at  top. 

Rev.  5 - Large  stars,  "v"  associated  with 


"zarbe"  shaped  lopsided  ( V* 
large  "comma"  at  top. 


), 


Rev.  4 - Small  stars,  "v"  associated  with 


"zarbe"  shaped  like  a bird  (Jj 


# 


small  "comma"  at  top,  script  smaller 
than  in  all  above  varieties. 
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TABLE  2 --  2 Piastres  - Date  1293 


Regnal  Obv.  Rev. 
Year  Var.  Var. 


Ill 


8 2 1 


9 

ll 


2 

2 


1 

1 


13  2 

16  2 1 


17  2 2 

17  3 2 

17  4 2 

18  4 1 

19  4 2 

20  4 2 


21 

22 


4 

4 


2 


2 


23  4 2 


24  4 2 


25  4 2 

26  5 3 


27  5 3 

28  6 3 

29  6 3 

30  6 3 


31  7 3 


32  7 3 

^ 32  8 4 

33  8 4 

34  8 4 


Obv.  1 - Flower,  small  stars,  large  tughra  1. 

Obv.  2 - "El  Ghazi",  one  dot  and  one  dash  on 
outside  lower  left  portion  of  "El 
Ghazi",  small  stars,  large  tughra  1. 

Obv.  3 - "El  Ghazi",  two  dots  on  outside  lower 
left  portion  of  "El  Ghazi",  medium 
stars,  large  tughra  2,  "sanah"  20$ 
longer  than  all  other  varieties. 

Obv.  4 - "El  Ghazi",  one  dot  on  outside  lower 
left  portion  of  "El  Ghazi",  large 
stars,  large  tughra  2. 

- Smaller  "El  Ghazi",  one  dot  on  outside 
lower  left  portion  of  "El  Ghazi", 
small  stars,  small  tughra  1. 

- "El  Ghazi",  heavy  dot  on  outside  lower 
left  portion  of  "El  Ghazi",  small  stars, 
small  tughra  2. 

- Same  as  Obv.  6,  except  smaller  stars. 

- "El  Ghazi",  weak  dot  on  outside  lower 
left  portion  of  "El  Ghazi",  small 
stars,  small  tughra  3>  longer  andr 
thicker  denticles  at  edge. 

Note:  On  bottom  of  the  large  tughras,  the 

spacing  between  the  vertical  and  the 
diagonal  lines. 


Large  Tughra  1 Large  Tughra  2 


Obv.  5 

Obv.  6 

Obv.  7 
Obv.  8 


Note:  Locations  A, 


Small  Tughra  1:  Weak  lines  at  A and  B,  close 

spacing  at  C. 

Small  Tughra  2:  Strong  lines  at  A and  B,  close 

spacing  at  C. 


Small  Tughra  3:  Strong  lines  at  A and  B,  wide 

spacing  at  C. 


Rev.  1 - Small  stars,  first  upper  dots  for 

Constantinople  - "valley  centered",  no 
dot  in  hook  of  "zarbe",  small  "comma" 
at  top  of  script. 
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TABLE  2 


2 Piastres  - Date  1293  (Continued  from  last  page) 


Regnal  Obv.  Rev. 

Year  Var.  Var. 

Rev.  2 - Large  stars,  first  upper  dots  for 

Constantinople  - "hump  centered",  no 
dot  in  hook  of  "zarbe",  small  "comma" 
at  top  of  script. 

Rev.  3 - Small  stars,  dot  in  hook  of  "zarbe", 
small  "comma"  at  top  of  script. 

Rev.  4 - Small  stars,  dot  in  hook  of  "zarbe", 
large  "comma"  at  top  of  script, 
script  similar  to  Rev.  3,  only  larger. 


Along  the  way  I have  found  references  to  some  known  varieties 
I believe,  however,  my  tables  are  more  complete  and  the  variety 
determinants  more  definite. 

There  are  still  some  gaps  in  the  tables  that  need  to  be  filled. 
Because  of  the  number  of  obverse  and  reverse  varieties  it  is  quite 
possible  that  "mules"  may  have  been  struck,  especially  in  the  years 
1 6,  IT;  and  25  thru  32.  It  is  also  possible  that  still  more  var- 
ieties exist. 


Footnotes : 

1 - IMS  Journal,  Vol.  1,  No.  1,  (1971)  P-  12,  Article  "A"  11 

2 - Wm.  Holberton,  IMS  Journal,  Vol.  1,  No.  2,  (1971)  P-  24, 

Article  "A"  11 

3 - Samuel  Lachman,  Numismatic  Circular,  Vol.  77,  No.  12  (Dec. 

1969)  p.  4 16 

4 - Svmuel  Lachman,  Numismatic  Circular,  Vol.  83,  No.  2 (Feb.  1973) 

p.  51 


A CRY  FOR  RECOGNITION? 
by  Peter  J.  Coles 

(Reprinted  from  Nashville  Coin  Club  Bulletin,  November  1974) 

I recently  purchased  an  Irish  l/ 2 Penny  token  dated  1821.  On  the 
reverse  is  the  conventional  crowned  harp  over  the  date.  On  the  ob- 
verse is  the  draped  bust  of  George  IV,  right,  and  the  legend:  LUKE. 

XX:CHAP.XXV:VER.  A quick  look  at  the  world's  best  seller  under 
Luke,  Chapter  20,  Verse  25  yielded  the  familiar  "Render  unto  Caesar 
that  which  is  Caesar's". 

Why  the  use  of  this  phrase  here?  It  could  be  a call  to  support  his 
majesty,  a call  to  give  God  his  due  or  perhaps  a call  for  justice 
and  freedom.  Since  the  Irish  dislike  of  the  British  is  world  re- 
nowned and  since  the  token  is  anonymous  I suspect  the  third  theory 
to  be  most  likely.  Twenty-one  years  earlier  in  May  l800,  the  Act  of 
Union  between  England  and  Ireland  became  law.  During  the  period 
when  this  token  was  created,  Daniel  O'Connell  was  campaigning  for 
Catholic  emancipation  and  achieved  it  in  1829*  This  enabled  Catholic 
to  enter  Parliament  and  serve  in  public  offices  which  was  previously 
denied  them.  O'Connell  also  agitated  for  repeal  of  the  Act  of  Union 
until  his  death  in  l847«  This  token  may  well  have  echoed  his  cause. 
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IDENTIFICATION,  PLEASE  ? 

Below  are  some  copper,  or  bronze,  pieces  submitted  by  NI  members  Bud 
Butterworth  and  John  Vandigriff  on  which  identification  is  sought. 

Any  members  having  information  on  these  pieces  are  urged  to  write  to 
Bud  Butterworth,  2115  West  Long  17th,  North  Little  Rock,  Ark.  7211L 
and/or  John  E.  Vandigriff,  6830  Yorkwood  Circle,  Dallas,  TX  75230* 


Butterworth 
Coin  No.  1 


Butterworth  Coin  No.  2 
(Reverse  - Blank) 


Vandigriff  Vandigriff 

Coin  No.  1 Coin  No.  2 


THE  1887  SIX  PENCE  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN 


by  Peter  J.  Coles 

(Reprinted  in  part  from  the  Nashville  Coin  Club  Bulletin,  September, 

197^. ) 

As  with  the  famous  1883  "Racketeer  Nickel"  of  the  U.S.A.  which  was 
gold  plated  and  passed  as  a five-dollar  piece,  history  repeated  itself 
in  England  just  four  years  later  in  1887. 

1887  saw  celebrations  in  England  for  the  50  year  jubilee  of  Queen 
Victoria's  reign  and  the  coinages  were  redesigned.  The  new  design 
for  the  sixpence  carried  no  statement  of  value  and  was  quite  similar 
in  design  to  the  gold  half-sovereign  (20  times  more  valuable)  which 
also  carried  no  value  statement.  Again,  the  fast  buck,  or  should  I 
say  the  fast  pound  artists,  were  fast  to  see  the  possibilities  and 
the  obvious  occurred.  Thus  in  England  there  existed  3 designs  for 
the  sixpence  that  year  --  the  early  or  young  head  design,  the  short 
lived  shield  design  and  the  redesigned  value  type  with  the  value 
below  the  crown  on  the  reverse. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Islamic  Surveys  (The  Islamic  Dynasties),  by  C.  E.  Bosworth.  Edinburgh 
1967*  Obtainable  from  Francis  Rath,  P.  0.  Box  84,  Youngstown,  N.  Y. 

$8.50: 

For  anyone  collecting  Islamic  coinage  of  almost  any  part  of  the  world, 
this  book  is  a must. 

Each  section  lists  a dynasty  in  full,  as  well  as  the  political  changes 
that  befell  it.  It  is  followed  by  a brief,  very  brief,  summary  of 
the  career,  accomplishments  and  fall  of  the  dynasty  concerned.  The 
dates  are  given  in  the  Muslim  and  Christian  styles.  I would  not  have 
thought  that  so  useful  and  important  a book,  about  so  difficult  and 
vast  a subject,  could  be  so  well  and  simply  written.  It  is  a verit- 
able encyclopedia  (215  pp)>  with  indices  of  personal  names,  dynasties, 
tribes  and  people. 

The  author  uses  his  own  transliteration  of  the  various  names  and  lan- 
guages involved.  It  is  a great  pity,  since  modern  Turkish  is  written 
in  European  script,  and  strictly  phonetic,  that  the  names  of  the 
Osmanli  rulers,  and  the  various  Anatolian  dynasties,  have  not  been 
written  with  the  Turkish  spellings.  On  the  whole,  for  the  general 
collector,  this  is  probably  a minor  detail,  and  the  book  as  a whole 
is  invaluable. 


Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  1975 


DAS  DEUTSCHE  NOTGELD.  Katalog  Kleingeldscheine  1916-1922.  Part  IV; 
Serienscheine.  Compiled  by  Dr.  Arnold  Keller,  revised  by  Albert  Pick 
and  Carl  Siemsen.  295  pages.  Battenberg  Publishing  Co.,  Munich, 

1975-  Price:  DM  36. -($15-00) . 

This  new  issue  of  Dr.  A.  Keller's  catalog  of  the  pictorial  Serien- 
scheine (serial  notes)  constitutes  an  event  collectors  all  over  the 
world  have  been  waiting  on  for  nearly  20  years.  The  last  printing 
of  this  work  took  place  in  1956  - with  a printing  quantity  of  only 
about  150  copies  - and  it  was  done  in  a mimeographic  process  by  Dr. 
Keller  himself.  With  the  growing  interest  in  German  Notgeld  and  the 
ever  increasing  number  of  collectors  the  demand  for  these  rare  cata- 
logs has  been  such  that  single  copies  occasionally  offered  at  European 
auctions  achieved  prices  of  up  to  $1,000.00. 

German  notgeld  was  issued  during  several,  unrelated  so-called  "periods 
- beginning  with  the  classic  issues  of  1914,  followed  by  the  "Klein- 
geldscheine" (small  change  notes)  of  1916-22,  the  "Grossgeldscheine" 
(large  denomination  notes)  of  1918,  the  inflation  issues  of  1922  and 
1923^  and  finally  the  "Goldmark"  and  commodities  notes  of  1923-24. 

Most  popular  among  collectors  are  the  colorful,  pictorial  "Serien- 
scheine" of  1920-22  because  they  are  not  only  the  most  attractive 
but  also  the  most  readily  available  of  all  notgeld  notes.  Histori- 
cally, these  notes  represent  the  final  group  of  the  1916-22  small 
change  notes.  Up  to  about  1920  notes  were  printed  to  fill  a genuine 
need,  that  is:  lack  of  small  change.  When  issuing  authorities  real- 
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ized  that  these  notes  were  collected  and  in  many  cases  not  presented 
for  redemption,  they  sensed  some  profit  and  started  printing  ever 
more  colorful  notes,  longer  sets  or  series  (hence:  serial  notes), 
unusual  or  unnecessary  denominations  and  just  everything  to  please 
collectors.  A climax  of  degeneration  was  reached  when  finally  notes 
appeared  with  imprints  such  as  "souvenir"  or  "not  valid  for  redemption" 
or  straight-out  swindle  issues  of  non-existing  places.  The  govern- 
ment stepped  in  and,  on  July  17,  1922,  prohibited  all  further  notgeld 
issues. 

This  new  edition  of  Dr.  Keller's  Serienscheine  catalog  has  been  re- 
vised and  updated  by  Albert  Pick  and  Carl  Siemsen  - two  eminent  ex- 
perts on  the  subject.  A considerable  number  of  new  notes,  that  is 
newly  discovered  since  the  last  priting,  has  been  included.  A com- 
pletely new  system  was  devised  for  arrangement  of  the  entries.  The 
catalog  is  divided  into  two  parts;  the  first  of  which  covers  all 
"correct"  issues  with  proper  redemption  dates  given,  whereas  the 
second  part  lists  unredeemable  souvenir  notes,  swindle  issues  and 
similar  items  merely  printed  for  collectors  (or  for  the  benefit  of 
the  issuers).  A short  appendix  lists  notes  without  imprinted  places 
of  issue,  and  a second  appendix  covers  "miscellaneous"  items.  The 
book  is  concluded  by  a listing  of  abbreviations  and  by  44  pages  of 
very  useful  illustrations.  It  is  the  first  time  ever  that  any  not- 
geld catalog  has  been  illustrated. 

The  catalog  is  in  German  and  some  knowledge  of  the  German  language  is 
helpful  although  not  essential.  The  names  of  towns,  denominations 
and  issue  dates  - in  other  words  the  fundamentals  of  each  entry  - 
are  not  translatable  in  any  case.  The  collector  who  wants  to  know 
more  about  watermarks,  types  of  paper  and  other  definitions,  will  be 
well  advised  to  use  a good  dictionary  alongside  the  catalog. 

All  notes  are  priced  with  valuations  ranging  from  30  Pfennig  (12  Cents) 
for  the  most  common  to  30  Marks  (12  Dollars)  for  the  rarest  items. 
However,  the  editors  point  out  that  these  are  not  necessarily  market 
prices,  but  rather  index  figures  showing  the  relation  of  value  between 
individual  notes. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  new  catalog  will  not  only  enable  collectors 
to  communicate  more  easily,  but  that  it  will  strongly  stimulate  a 
general  interest  in  notgeld  collecting. 

Reviewed  by  Hermann  Krause 


HOLLAND  DEALER  TAKES  STAND  ON  PSEUDO  COIN  ISSUES 


In  a recent  list  of  A.G.van  der  Dussen  of  Maastricht,  The  Netherlands, 
dealer  van  der  Dussen  stated  "....(it  has)  probably  come  to  your  at- 
tention that  we  cannot  be  too  happy  with  the  present  market  situation 
for  new  issues.  We  think  too  many  promotors  try  to  inflate  the  mar- 
ket with  coins  that  maybe  on  paper  are  legal  tender  but  that  will 
never  circulate.  The  collectors  are  now  required  to  finance  sport- 
events  and  Royal  hobbies  (Prince  Bernard  of  the  Netherlands  is 
chairman  of  the  World  Wildlife  Fune).  In  the  future  we  will  sell  no 
new  issues  we  cannot  order  directly  from  the  country  of  origin. " 


211 


Member  Notice  Page 

Ted  Kundrat,  RR  No.  5,  Box  469,  Valparaiso;,  Indiana  46383:  Please 

note  my  change  of  address.  I will  be  using  this  address  also  while 
attending  St.  Joseph's  College  next  year  as  it  is  inconvenient  to 
make  the  necessary  address  changes  each  school  year. 

Marvin  L.  Fraley,  2813  - 37th  St.,  Lubbock;  TX  79413:  Would  like 

to  know  if  any  member  has  a Netherlands  type  1/4  Gulden  (25  Cents) 
dated  1942P  with  the  palm  tree  mintmark.  It  is  my  understanding 
that  all  300,000  issues  of  the  1942  25  Cents  struck  at  the  Phila- 
delphia Mint  for  use  in  Surinam  were  struck  bearing  the  1941  date. 
Please  write  if  you  have  information  on  this  subject. 

W.  B.  "Bud"  Butterworth,  2115  West  Long  17th,  North  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas  72114’:  Frank  Spadone  is  in  the  process  of  writing  a book 

on  world  error  coins.  Any  NI  members  having  error  coins  that  they 
would  like  to  be  included  in  the  book  are  urged  to  send  the  coins 
to  me  for  photographing  of  obverse  and  reverse.  However,  if  you 
already  have  photographs,  I can  act  as  a clearinghouse,  forwarding 
them  to  Frank  along  with  new  photographs  I will  be  making.  Please 
write  for  further  information.  Also,  I am  interested  in  purchasing 
world  errors  at  fair  prices  to  enlarge  my  collection. 


EDITOR'S  CORNER 


The  "dog  days  of  summer"  are  coming  early  this  year.  Final  prepar- 
ations of  this  month's  issue  occurred  in  mid-June  and  the  response 
to  our  pleas  for  original  articles  has  been  somewhat  on  the  scarce 
side.  As  stated  last  month,  we  are  grateful  to  the  few  members 
that  have  responded  with  material,  however  with  a membership  of 
over  600  there  must  be  many  more  budding  numismatic  authors  out 
there  in  the  vast  numismatic  wasteland. 

You  will  note  a couple  of  reprints  in  this  month's  issue  furnished 
by  Peter  J.  Coles  on  the  Nashville  Coin  Club.  Items  such  as  this 
are  extremely  interesting  to  many  of  us  and  set  an  excellent  example 
for  telling  a short  story  about  an  interesting  coin  in  your  personal 
collection.  Everyone  has  their  favorite  story  about  an  item  in  their 
collection  --  so,  how  about  sharing  it  with  the  membership  of  NI? 

Comments  from  the  membership  concerning  any  facet  of  the  NI  Bulletin 
are  always  welcome.  If  you  have  ideas,  please  feel  free  to  present 
them.  Your  editorial  staff  is  here  to  furnish  the  best  possible 
publication  our  budget  will  allow.  Your  support  is  needed,  especial- 
ly on  new,  fresh,  original  material.  Out  of  print  material  which 
would  serve  the  needs  of  the  membership  is  also  welcomed  for  reprint- 
ing purposes.  Give  it  some  thought  and  let  us  hear  from  you. 

I apologize  for  continually  "harping"  on  this  subject,  but  as ^ long  as 
it  gets  results,  I can  stand  a gripe  or  two  about  my  "harping". 
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